HOW  STRONG IS BRITAIN?
In this list we have omitted the safeguarding of
Great Britain from naval attack, because that is a matter
of course and, as matters stand, one which can be per-
formed without any very great increase of naval
armaments.
The defence of the country against air attack is
primarily the task of the anti-aircraft batteries.
According to information given by the Minister for
War the anti-aircraft battalions of the Territorial Army
which would bear the full responsibility for such
defence, were no more than 2,000 strong in 1935.
However, by the beginning of 1936 their strength had
risen to 5,200. By June 1938 the figures were given
as 43,000, and it was announced that as quickly as
possible the figure would be increased to 90,000.
Thus if these figures are correct there has been an enor-
mous increase in the strength of Great Britain's anti-
aircraft forces within the general framework of re-
armament. 90,000 men on anti-aircraft service repre-
sents a very strong force for a country the size of Great
Britain because they would be almost entirely used for
home defence, the regular Army having its own anti-
aircraft battalions.
The men of the British Territorial Army are actually
civilians who receive between two and three consecutive
weeks' military training a year in camp, and for the
rest put on their uniforms one or two evenings a
week for training after working hours. This system
is not considered to be a disadvantage in Great Britain,
and it is thought that with the necessary specializa-
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